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On Oct. 25, social pact talks ("concertacion") among government officials, and representatives of
employer and labor organizations broke down. Sandinista labor unions say government economic
proposals will cause mass unemployment. The Superior Council of Private Enterprise (COSEP)
asserts that proposals offered by President Violeta Barrios de Chamorro's economic team do not go
far enough. At a press conference in Managua on Oct. 23, former president Daniel Ortega warned
that if an agreement acceptable to the National Workers Front (FNT) was not worked out by the end
of the week, chaos was likely. He asserted that a new plan submitted by the government reduced the
possibility of a broad accord, since it contained proposals already emphatically rejected by the FNT.
Ortega provided no details of the government's proposals. According to Ortega, participants at the
talks were divided into two broad groups: those who wish "concertacion" by "imposing enormous
sacrifices" on the majority of Nicaraguans, and others who believe that minimum agreements can
be achieved on the basis of "viable" objectives. (Basic data from ACAN-EFE, AFP, 10/23/90; AP,
10/25/90)
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